
Syndy Kalinowski may not be 

familiar to many O’Fallon resi-

dents but to dozens of the 

city’s smallest citizens – who 

know her as Ms. Syndy the 

story lady at the O’Fallon 

Public Library – she is a 

source of entertainment and 

joy. 

A graduate of Belleville West 

High School, Kalinowski 

earned her associate’s de-

gree in physical therapy at 

Southwestern Illinois College 

and worked in that field eight 

years until a back injury 

forced her to consider new 

career options.  

“I was given a lifting restriction 

so I got a job coordinating 

youth programs and Sunday 

school for a church in Free-

burg while I decided what I 

was going to be when I grew 

up,” she said.  

“I had worked at the Belleville 

Library while I was in college 

but I said I was never going to 

be a librarian – until the librar-

ian there asked if I would like 

to come back and work part 

time. So I came back and I 

have been with it ever since.”  

Kalinowski explained, “I 

worked in the children’s de-

partment of the Belleville Li-

brary for four years before I 

came here. And, now, I will 

have been at the O’Fallon Li-

brary 16 years in May.” 

She then said, ”When I came 

here I worked on the circula-

tion desk for two years before 

I moved into the children’s ar-

ea.” Soon after, she took on 

the role of storyteller for the 

library’s younger patrons – 

and found her passion for the 

job.  

“It did not come until I was 

here for several years. But 

when I get to play with my 

kids – get to read with my kids 

– that is the joy in my job and 

that is what keeps me here,” 

Kalinowski pointed out.  

“When I first started out telling 

stories. I did a preschool 

reading time for three – five 

year olds,” she said. “ We 

read stories from books, then 

did some songs and a craft at 

the end. Since then, I have 

gotten into what are called 

drawing and cutting stories.”  

Explaining the genre, Kali-

nowski said she takes pencil, 

paper and scissors and then 

draws shapes and symbols 

related to the story as it is be-

ing told. When she cuts along 

those penciled lines, a three 

dimensional image emerges 

that provides a surprise visual 

conclusion to the tales, which 

in some instance she has 

written herself. 

Kalinowski said she picked up 

her storytelling skills on her 

own. “I did not go to any clas-

ses to learn to be a storyteller. 

It was just trial and error and 

figuring it all out as you go 

along,” she explained.  

“But,” she added, ”I got some 

of my skills from (the late) 

Ann Glasscock, who was su-

pervisor of the children’s de-

partment here at the library. 

And I got a lot of them from 

Judy Groom and Ann Higgins 

Jones, who I worked with at 

the library in Belleville,” she 

said. 

Now she regularly holds story 

time for the youngest library 

patrons.  

“I have been doing Baby-

garten classes for 0-12 month 

olds for about five years,” she 

said. “We do finger plays and 

rhymes and we read a book – 

all of us together, the caregiv-

ers and their children.  

“And when that group grew 

too big I created a second 

group called Tween the 

Gartens for children 12-24 

months old. We do basically 

the same things, only on a 

higher level,” she explained.  

“Then that got too big also so 

we created a Beyond the 
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Garten group for the 2-3 year 

olds. With that group, we do 

songs with dancing such as “I 

am a LittleTeapot” and that 

sort of thing,” she said. 

Kalinowski, who lives in Fair-

view Heights with husband 

Terry, said the key to keeping 

the youngsters’ attention is 

repetition and participation.  

“Everybody must participate 

and there must be lots of repe-

tition,” she said. “So we don’t 

have much down time during 

one of our sessions. We go 

from one thing to the next be-

cause you have to keep them 

active and enjoying what they 

are doing.” 

“Repetition is so much the key 

for doing things with kids.” She 

reiterated. “Everything we do 

with baby classes is done 

twice. We read books twice so 

the kids get use to that repeti-

tion.” 

The order we do the rhymes is 

so important, as well” she 

said. “Plus, we do different 

rhymes for summer, fall, win-

ter and spring.” 

Kalinowski, who recently also 

started a Baby Sign class for 

10-24 month-olds and their 

care givers, said, “Working 

with the kids is so full of joy. 

You can watch them grow and 

see the excitement in their 

eyes. And it is so much fun to 

see through their eyes what 

each story is like. I can do a 

drawing story and they think I 

am doing magic. That is eye 

opening to me.” 

MEET SYNDY  

KALINOWSKI 

Do you have words you live 

by? “I try to live by the Ten 

Commandments and the 

Golden Rule.” 

What is the last book you 

read? “’Land of Stories: the 

Wishing Well’ by Chris Colfer,” 

If you could spend time with 

a famous person – past or 

present – whom would it be 

and why? “Mother Teresa – 

because I like all the healing 

things she did and that ties 

back into my medical back-

ground, Medicine is still very 

important to me.” 

What do you do when you 

are not working? “ I read a 

lot of non-fiction books. And I 

like to go on cruises; to me, 

that is the only kind of vaca-

tion to go on.” 

What is the usual state of 

your desk top? “It usually has 

things on it. But I share it with 

other people so I keep it 

clean,” 

What did you want to do ca-

reer-wise when you were 

growing up? I wanted to be a 

physical therapist since I was 

eight years old.” 

What do you think is your 

most outstanding character-

istic? “I have a child-like 

heart.” 

 

What type of music do you 

listen to? “ I listen to Contem-

porary Christian music on Joy 

99.1 FM.” 

What do you like the most 

about your job? “All the Chil-

dren’s programs.” 

If you were independently 

wealthy, what would you be 

doing? “I would be volunteer-

ing. My retirement plan is go-

ing to hospitals and doing sto-

rytelling to the children who 

are there. It combines my in-

terest in medicine with my love 

of children and storytelling.” 

What would people be most 

surprised to know about 

you? “A lot of people would 

be surprised to know I have 

lots of different medical mala-

dies… and I am in pain a lot. 

But that is part of what makes 

me get up each morning, I 

know I am going to be with the 

kids and they are going to give 

me energy and I am going to 

give them what I have to give 

them.” 

When they make the movie 

of your life, who will play 

you? “Julia Roberts” 

If you were stranded on a 

deserted island, what would 

you have with you? “I’d like 

to have my husband with me.” 


